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Middleton Grange Primary School 

Review of the Scripture Programme 

November 2018 

 

 

There are two programmes currently being used in the Primary School. 

 

1) Biblical Choices (1984) is used in Years 1 & 2. 

Because it is from the U.S.A. the lessons have to be moved around to accommodate a New 

Zealand time frame for celebrations like Christmas and Easter. The programme is jam-

packed with 4 x 30 minute lessons a week, but we modify it so that we can teach 2 x 30 

minute sessions weekly. Please refer to the attached programme for an idea of the content. 

The first lesson each week is taught to two classes at a time during Monday scripture time. 

Because of this abundance of resources Primary staff are free to pick and choose which 

lessons suit their class best and to fit in with the curriculum programme. This gives good 

choice and variation. Many of the resources have been adapted and improved over time. 

 

2) Positive Action Bible Curriculum (2010 edition) is used in years 3 – 6. 

This is also an American programme that emphasises character development and focuses 

on life changes not just head knowledge.  It comes with Teachers’ Manuals with 35 lessons  

or topics. The focus is on truth, life principles and character traits. It has practical 

application, and includes puzzles, skits, artwork and discussion starters. There is a write on 

pupil book that accompanies it. We use this as a resource, but pupils record their answers 

and ideas in an exercise book. Please refer to the attached year 5 programme for an idea of 

the content. 

 

3) Context: 

The above programmes are taught in the context of a Christ-centred classroom where there 

are daily prayer times, singing, and curriculum that is taught from a biblical perspective. 

Teachers endeavour to model and encourage Christian character and conduct. 

The best way for the Board to understand how this works in practise would be to arrange a 

visit sometime to see a classroom scripture programme in action.  

Teachers report that pupils are very inquisitive, and the Scripture lesson may go on longer 

because of questions (which tend to be quite thoughtful). The emphasis is not just on 

recitation and remembering, although this a part of the programme. The Biblical content is 

used wherever possible in everyday situations, for example in playground discipline so that 

we are modelling a practical and a living faith not just ‘head knowledge’. The primary school 

themes echo these understanding as does the overall motto: Excellence (Head) Character 

(Heart) Service (Hands) to the glory of God.  
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4) Challenges: 

The “Biblical Choices” Programme is old – twenty years. It was digitised three years ago to 

try and preserve it. Twenty years of wear and tear have taken their toll. The Positive Action 

Curriculum is in much better shape and the pupil books are colourful and attractive. 

Both programmes are American and require some modification, and both have far more 

content than can be used.  

There is no formal method of assessment, and no intention to assess scripture. 

All pupils NE-Y6 have a memory verse for homework every week. This is largely driven by 

parent buy in, and unfortunately many parents do not make the effort to follow up and 

practice the verses at home.  

 

5) Summary: 

The scripture programmes have been modified to suit the needs of our pupils and our 

school. On most occasions they are taught skilfully, and the pupils are provided with 

interesting follow-up activities. No changes are needed at this time. 

 

Rod Thompson  

Head of the Primary School 
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